
Fulton Newsletter to Parents 
From the Principal, Ron Gonser 

 

Hello and happy March! Spring is around the corner and learning is in full swing 

here at Fulton. As you may know, this is the time of year that students make the 

most academic and social learning gains. It is also an important time for reminders 

about healthfulness as we want all children here, on time, every day to maximize 

their potential. We encourage all of our families to check our web page on a regular 

basis for information about academics, upcoming activities, teacher contact infor-

mation, and volunteer opportunities.  

 

During our STEAM NIGHT on February 8th, parents and students experienced an 

evening full of activities linking learning to Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Math.  Thank you to our creative and innovative team of teachers for organizing 

and providing so many interesting and engaging activities for students and parents 

to enjoy at this event and thanks to our parents for coming out as we had a great 

turn out. We aim to help our students become strong, critical thinkers and to deliver 

high quality instruction across the board.  Our success lies in the partnership we 

have with our families.  Each family is important.  Education is important.  Chil-

dren who come from families that are engaged and active in their child’s school 

have the greater likelihood of reaching academic success.  When students see their 

parents taking a daily interest in their learning activities (listening to them read, 

asking questions about their time at school) and participating in school activities, 

they learn from their adults that school is important.  We value our kids and we cer-

tainly value the families that care for them.  

 

As we look ahead to March and April our 3rd-5th grade students will start to get 

ready for PARCC testing. We will be giving some PARCC pre-tests during March 

with the PARCC tests starting the week we return from Spring break. More details 

will be coming out as we get closer to the pre-test dates and the actual test days. 

 

Thanks for your ongoing partnership, 

 

Ron Gonser 

Principal 

CCSD146 

MARCH, 2017 

 
MARCH  

HAPPENINGS 
 

 
3/3/17— Institute Day 
NO SCHOOL 
 
3/6/17—Pulaski Day 
NO SCHOOL   
 
3/10/17– Fulton & Me-
morial Chorus Trip 
 
3/14/17– 6:30pm Con-
cert @ Central 
 
3/20/17— 5:30-6:30 
District Choral Festival  
@ Central 
 
3/27/17—3/31/17 
SPRING BREAK 
NO SCHOOL   



 
 

 

PLEASE DONATE BOOKS for LFL! 
 

 
 
Did you know we have an official Little Free Library (LFL) in front of Ful-
ton School?  Our Little Free Library was established by Fulton’s 3

rd
 Grade 

Brownie Troop in the 2014-2015 school year. Anyone can take a book, 
keep a book, trade a book, or donate a book. All are welcome to ex-
change books in our Little Free Library. The goal of the program is to in-
crease book access while forging community connections.  Ms. Chobot 
maintains the Little Free Library by checking it weekly and restocking 
books as needed. We are in need of rebuilding our book supply.  Please 
consider donating books to Fulton School’s Little Free Library. Please 
send the books to school marked “Little Free Library” DONATION.  
Thank you for helping us keep books in the hands of readers in our Ful-
ton School community.   
 

Thank you, Ms. Chobot 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

A Note From the Nurse:      

   

 

 

    

 Kindergarten & 2nd Grade Parents: 
If you have an outstanding Dental Exam, please return it to the Health Office 
(completed by your Dentist) as soon as possible.  The Dental form deadline is 
May 15, 2017.  Thanks so much for your attention to this important health matter for 
your student. 
Future 6th Grade Parents: 

The 6
th
 grade health packets will be mailed to your home. The completed physical 

exams with required immunizations can be returned to the Fulton School Health Of-
fice before the end of the school year.  If your student intends to play sports at 
Central Middle School, please wait until after June 1, 2017 to have the physical 
exam completed.     
Early Learning Parents with Incoming Kindergarten Students: 

The Kindergarten Packet was mailed to your home in March.  All health forms and 
information regarding the State of Illinois Health, Vision and Dental requirements 
are included in your packet.  The State of Illinois requires a Kindergarten Physi-
cal Exam separate from the Physical Exam required for Pre-School.  There-
fore, even if your student’s immunizations are up to date, they will still need a Kin-
dergarten Physical Exam.  Please return your completed Kindergarten Physical 
Exam to the Health Office by May 1, 2017.  The Eye Exam and Dental Exam can 
be completed and returned either before the end of the school year OR prior to the 
first day of school.   

 

 
 

Outdoor Recess 
Students go outside for recess if the temperature with wind chill is 20 degrees or 

above.  Please see that your student(s) have the appropriate outdoor gear:  

boots, socks, gloves, hats, scarves.  It’s also a great idea to provide your student 

with an extra pair of sweat pants, socks and underwear in the event they get wet 

while playing at recess.  It is very uncomfortable for students to sit in the health of-

fice for long periods with wet clothes while parents are contacted to bring dry cloth-

ing to school. 

Failure to comply with the above requirements by the first day of school in August 2017 will 

result in your student’s EXCLUSION from school until the required health forms are presented 

to the District. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes from the Nurse……….. 
     

                          March is National Nutrition Month 

 

Do you want to raise happy, healthy and successful kids? Children and teens need the right fuel for growing, learning 

and developing.  This means foods and beverages with plenty of nutrients (protein, fiber, vitamins and minerals) and not 

too many calories, fats or sugars. 

 

The secret to feeding a healthy family is to serve delicious nutrient-rich foods every meal and snack.  When children fill 

up on the right foods—high quality nutrition for their bodies and brains—they will naturally have less room for the nu-

trient-poor choices (soft drinks, chips, candy, desserts). 

 

Here are some quick and easy tips to serve children high-octane choices from every food group – morning, noon and 

night. 

 

Whole-Grain Foods with Carbohydrates, Fiber, B-Vitamins and More 

Whole grains pack a lot of nutritional value. In recent years, there has been an explosion of new grain products on gro-

cery shelves. With so many options, it’s hard to know which ones to pick. Choose items that list whole grains as the 

first or second ingredient on the label. Give kids whole-grain cereals for breakfast, kid friendly “white” whole-grain 

bread for sandwiches, crunchy whole-grain crackers for snacks and whole-grain pastas for dinner. 

 

Fruits and Vegetables with Antioxidants, Vitamins A and C, Potassium and Fiber 

You can’t go wrong with fruits and vegetables: fresh, frozen, dried and 100 % juice. For kids and adults alike, eating 

fruits and vegetables at every meal is important for health.  At breakfast, enjoy fresh or frozen berries on cereal, slices 

of melon or a glass of 100% orange juice; at lunch serve crunchy baby carrots or sliced apples; for dinner, put brightly 

colored vegetables (broccoli, corn, sliced peppers, frozen peas or leafy green salad) at the center of every plate. 

 

Low-fat Dairy Foods with Protein, Calcium, Potassium, Magnesium and Phosphorus 

The nutrients in this group are important for kids, but most young people in America are not getting enough calcium or 

potassium.  Fortunately, it’s easy to consume the three daily dairy servings that children and teens need.  There are 

many nutrient-rich, low-fat dairy products to choose from: an 8-ounce glass of low-fat milk with breakfast, lunch and 

dinner; yogurt parfaits for breakfast or an after-school snack; or string cheese for an on-the-go energy snack. 

 

Lean Meat/Poultry/Fish/Beans/Nuts with Protein, Iron, Zinc and B-Vitamins 

Whether it’s growing muscles or active brains, these nutrients top the list for children. Getting enough protein at every 

meal and snack helps with extending satiety (feeling comfortably satisfied after eating). 

 

While most kids eat plenty of protein at lunch or dinner (lean beef, pork, chicken, turkey, fish, dry beans,) they don’t get 

their protein fix with breakfast or snacks.  Start their day with eggs, bean burritos or last night’s leftovers.  For snacks, 

provide nuts, peanut butter or other nut butters (provided there is no allergy) or lean sliced deli meat.   Courtesy of  

Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics (formerly American Dietetic Association). For additional information see   http://

eatright.org  

 

 

http://eatright.org/
http://eatright.org/


This Month In Art!  

1st Grade- First graders wrapped up their study of the cave paintings of Lascaux!  We made our own 

cave paintings to record our history as first graders at Fulton.  Next, we will read about Faith 

Ringgold’s story quilts and make our own quilts inspired by her work! 

2nd Grade- Second graders are finishing their block letters and their study of positive and negative 

space!  Next, we will study graphic design and use our block letters to design a candy bar logo! 

3rd Grade- Students know two ways to draw a person now! We have just finished our portrait study 

by making coins with profile views of our faces.  Now we are moving on to landscapes!  We are 

studying the use of space with a foreground, middleground and background as we create 3-d pop up 

landscapes.  

4th Grade- Fourth graders just completed their one point perspective bird’s eye view cities. As we 

move into the month of March, we will explore some work of Irish origin as we create a personal 

Celtic knot. 

5th Grade- Fifth graders have been working hard and are just about ready to submit their pens to be 

printed! It has been quite a process from planning to designing to fabrication, and soon students will 

get to see their final product! Next, we are going to explore form and space in a different way--by 

drawing in 2 point perspective! 

 

Notes from Mr. McLaughlin & Mrs. Terdich:  
The first annual District Fine Arts Night is happening in conjunction with the Chorus Concert on 

March 20th!  Please come out to take a look at some of the amazing art that District 146 students are 

making, both in and outside of the classroom! We are taking submissions for the show until March 

10th, so please encourage your student to submit work. If you need a copy of the permission slip, we 

have attached one at the bottom of this page for you!  

We would also like to give a warm welcome to Ann Draksler! Ms. Draksler is going to be replacing 

Mr. McLaughlin while he is on paternity leave. Starting March 7th, please direct any questions or 

comments to ADraksler@district146.org. See you in the Fall! 

 

 

 ———————————————————————————-———————————— 
 

Name:  ________________________________________________________ 

School: ________________________________________________________ 

Grade:  ____  Classroom Teacher:___________________________________ 

  
Parent Signature: ________________________________________________ 

This form must be taped to back of submitted artwork 

mailto:ADraksler@district146.org


GRADE LEVEL NEWS 

 

 FIRST GRADE 
 First graders continue to work on the reading strategies of visualizing and questioning while 

reading.  Continue to read nightly and talk about the story.  Some questions to ask after reading 

might be: How would you have changed the story?, or What do you think will happen if the story 

didn’t end there?   

In math we are working on place value and comparing numbers based on hundreds, tens and ones 

and comparing equations.  We are also adding and subtracting within 100.  

Our penguin unit continues in science.  

We continue to learn about the writing process as we create our own stories.   

 

 SECOND GRADE    

  In literacy, second graders are working on the genres of nonfiction, historical fiction and 

biographies.   They are also understanding what text features are and to locate key facts or infor-

mation in a text effectively.   

In social studies, the students will be reading, listening and discovering how members in a 

community are connected in a variety of ways.  They will learn about the history of their own com-

munity of Tinley Park and how it has grown and changed in many ways since its inception so long 

ago.  The students will visit the Tinley Park Historical Society that is housed in Old Zion Lutheran 

Church to examine artifacts collected from this area.   

In math, they are finishing up linear measurement.   The students are working on measuring 

the length of an object twice with 2 different units to compare.  They are estimating lengths in inch-

es, feet, centimeters and meters.    

 

 THIRD GRADE  
 During the month of March, the third graders will study poetry.  They will look closely at the crea-

tive language used by poets to describe things or express feelings.  Third graders will also examine the struc-

ture of poetry and think about how a paragraph is different from a stanza.  They will study the beat or rhythm 

of a poem as well as consider the rhyming patterns found in poetry. 

 In math, the third graders will continue their study of fractions.  Using fraction models and number 

lines, the third graders will be expected to compare (tell whether the fractions are equal to, larger than, or less 

than) when studying two fractions with the same numerator (1\2 > 1\3) or the same denominator (1\4 < 3\4).  

They will also be expected to show whole numbers as fractions such as 3 = 3/1 or 4/4 = 1.   

 

  FOURTH GRADE 
 4th Grade had a great time on our field trip last month to see the Chicago Wolves play. Students were able to 

see the skills they had been working on in gym class in action on the ice as well as use math, geography, and language 

skills.  All 87 of our Fulton students represented us well!  We would like to thank the PTA for paying for our bus trans-

portation. Due to their generosity, we were able to keep costs down and give many a chance to experience something 

new.  

 Students will be finishing up their unit on poetry.   Please encourage your student to share their 

favorite poem from their poetry pocket with you. Students should continue their nightly reading. Third 

quarter A.R. Goals are due on March 23rd. We would like to see 100% of the 4th grade at the goal celebra-

tion. Great job to all the students who completed their 6 hours of reading to earn a ticket to Six Flags. Stu-

dents who earned a ticket will receive it fourth quarter with their report card.  



Fourth Grade Cont’d 
  In math, fractions continue to be our main unit of study. We are focusing on comparing fractions, 

equivalent fractions, and finding fractions of a set. Students are using their knowledge of multiplication 

with these new fraction topics.  It is highly encouraged that students practice facts daily. Gregtang.com and 

ixl offer some great lessons and games to work on multiplication.  

     Students have been "touring" the southeast region of the United States and have been enjoying some 

warmer weather!  During this month we will continue to enjoy the culture and history of this region by lis-

tening to different styles of southern music, learning about what makes this region a popular tourist desti-

nation, and even participating in a protest march.  The next stop in our tour of the regions will be the Mid-

west.   

    In science, students are beginning a unit on energy and heat.  Students will investigate different forms of 

energy, sound energy, light energy, and heat.  

 Have a safe and enjoyable spring break!  
 

FIFTH GRADE 

  Welcome to March!  Our fifth graders have done an excellent job work-

ing on several special projects over the past weeks.  Students became scientists as 

they completed projects for the Science Fair.  They have been artists, inventors, and 

technicians as they create their own pens in art class. They were  biographers and 

public speakers as they completed a project focusing on a famous African American 

in honor of Black History Month and presented them to their class.   There is so 

much more learning and exploring to do!  We can’t wait to see where March leads. 

 This month in English/Language Arts, fifth graders will focus on poetry, point 

of view, prefixes and suffixes, as well as continued practice of reading comprehen-

sion strategies and reading fluency.  Thank you so much for encouraging your chil-

dren to read independently for 20-30 minutes per day.  It really does help them be-

come stronger readers! 

 This month in math, students will learn about decimals; especially the opera-

tions of adding, subtracting and multiplication.  Along with our regular fifth grade 

curriculum, it is extremely important that all students continue to review, study, prac-

tice and memorize the basic multiplication and division facts!! 

It is hard to believe, but the last day of the third quarter is Thursday, March 

23rd.  It is each student’s responsibility to meet his/her Accelerated Reader goal by 

the end of school on the 23rd. 

 Please encourage your child to dress for the weather each day.  We all know 

that weather this time of year is very inconsistent, and it is up to the student to dress 

appropriately.  Outdoor recess will take place as much as possible. 



 

 

SPELLING BEE 

 

CONGRATS TO MAKSYM!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TINLEY PARK JUNCTION 

 



 

 

 

 

Fulton Science Fair 2017 

Do you know which type of bread molds most quickly? What about 

how much sugar is in different drinks? How does an electric current trav-

el? What is the human circulatory system and how does it work? These 

scientific questions and many more were answered during the annual 

Fulton Science Fair on February 22nd . Students submitted 90 projects 

and 120 students participated in this year’s science fair! Forty-three of 

our students received a Mad Scientists ribbon. 

The science fair is open to Fulton students from Kindergarten through 5th 

grade. Students could work on projects individually or with a partner. All 

students created a visual tri-fold poster board for their project demon-

strating their scientific learning. Students could create one of the follow-

ing types of projects: scientific model, scientific collection, scientific 

demonstration, scientific report, or a scientific experiment. Fulton Sci-

ence Fair participants were also able to purchase a science fair t-shirt. 

The sponsors of the science fair are: Mrs. Kennedy, Mrs. Drew, Mrs. Eskra, 

& Miss Hyre. The sponsors created a science fair preview video of sci-

ence fair highlights.  A Family Viewing for all students and families was 

held in the Fulton gymnasium on February 22nd  from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

Again, the Fulton Science Fair was a huge success! Thanks to all the Ful-

ton student scientists, family members, and teachers for their participa-

tion and support of this memorable event! 



 

 

 

 

 

CHORUS 
3rd thru 5th Grade  

   
On March 10th Chorus will be performing at two senior living facilities, Bre-

mentowne Manor and Tinley Court, and Fulton and Memorial Schools. Students’ mu-

sicianship will be developed as performances will be evaluated, discussed and im-

proved upon.  

Please join the Fulton and Memorial Choruses in their performance of “Songs 

of Inspiration”! Choruses will perform at Central Middle School at 6:30 p.m. on Tues-

day, March 14th.  Each chorus will sing four of their own selections, and both chorus-

es will combine to sing Shine On Me, Dancing in the Street, and Try Everything.   

Please join Fulton, Fierke, Kruse, Memorial, and Central Choruses at our annu-

al Chorus Festival at Central Middle School at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, March 20th. 

Each chorus will sing two of their own selections, and all choirs will sing Dancing in 

the Street and Try Everything. We are so excited to see you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPRING BREAK WEEK OF 3/27/17 THRU 3/31/17 
 



 

 

 

  District 146 

Math Challenge  

  

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



       
****CHANGE IN MENU**** 

WE ARE SWITCHING WEDNESDAY 3/1  & THURSDAY  3/2   MENU  

BECAUSE OF ASH WEDNESDAY 


